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INTRODUCTI ON
When I began to research the topic of plantation landscapes and how they were operated,
it became clear that there would be no shortage of secondary sources to use for my research.
Many historians have examined this topic with due diligence, a small sampling of which have
been consulted for my research. Though the topic is not a new one, the information has rarely
been applied specifically toNomini Hall Plantation located in Westmoreland County, Virginia.
Unlike many of the plantations surroundingNomini Hall on theNorthernNeck (Mount
Airy, Sabine Hall, Stratford Hall, Menokin), there are very few visual markers left to remind
visitors that the property was once a thriving colonial plantation owned by Robert "Councillor"
Carter. Carter owned some 60,000 acres of land on nineteen plantations, operated by
approximately 600 slaves. He served on the Governor's Council in Williamsburg for eighteen
years and, most importantly, he emancipated his slaves making him a significant figure in both
Virginian and American history. 1 Because of his significance, the degrade state ofNomini Hall
Plantation due to fire and the effects of time is a loss that should be and is greatly mourned;
however, not all is lost.
Primary resources and the archaeological research carried out by the Longwood
Archaeology Field School have provided valuable information that can be used to better
understandNomini Hall's cultural landscape and the people who inhabited it. The purpose of
this thesis is to combine these primary resources and the past/current archaeological research to
create an interpretation that will consolidate and evaluate what is currently known about Nomini
Hall's colonial cultural landscape and how it was utilized. The primary resources that have been
consulted for this undertaking are the journal of Philip Vickers Fithian2, a single watercolor of

J
j

l

J

5

the original great house by E. Maund, Westmoreland County records at the Courthouse in
Montross, and the Robert Carter Papers from the Library of Congress.
This thesis has been broken down into three separate sections, each with subsections.
The first major section, An Inventory of the Nomini Hall Cultural Landscape, analyzes Fithian's
description ofNomini Hall in order to access what structures would have been present and where
they may have been located on the property. This section then discusses the cultural landscape
ofNomini Hall based solely on the archaeological research that has been carried out on the
property. This section is concluded by combining the previous two subsections to create an
interpretation of the appearance ofNomini Hall's cultural landscape. The second section, The
Colonial Plantation in Action, is more concerned with the function of the colonial plantation
landscape. The first portion of this section discusses the general structures and areas commonly
found on the colonial plantation and how they were utilized. Because the plantation could not
have functioned without the people who ran and worked the land, the second portion of this
section discusses how people interacted with the plantation's cultural landscape; it focuses
largely on the role of the plantation owner, the slaves, and the overseer. This section is
concluded by applying generalizations made in the previous two subsections to Nomini Hall
specifically. Finally, the last section, Conclusions, will discuss the significance ofNomini Hall
through its connection to the life of Robert Carter.
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AN INVENTORY OF THE NOMINI HALL CULTURAL LANDSCAPE
Philip Vickers Fithian and the Cultural Landscape ofNomini Hall

Philip Vickers Fithian's goal in life was to become a Presbyterian minister, but before
fulfilling this goal he left his New Jersey home in October of 1773 to serve as the tutor to Robert
Carter's seven children.3 He had received a degree from the College of New Jersey in Princeton
in 1772 and choose to serve the Carter family after the president ofPrinceton, Witherspoon,
made the suggestion. Fithian found the Carters to be a fascinating and unique family that he
admired greatly. Over the course ofhis stay at Nomini Hall, he produced a journal that was
rediscovered and published by Dr. Farish, who was the Director ofResearch at Colonial
Williamsburg until 1944. The journal has proven to be an invaluable primary resource that has
aided historians and archaeologists to understand life on a colonial plantation and the cultural
landscape ofNomini Hall.
The landscape ofNomini Hall looks much different today than it would have at the time
ofFithian's stay. In his journal, Fithian's writes that from the house is, "an exceedingly
beautiful Prospect ofthe high craggy Banks ofthe River Nominy ! ... At the Distance ofabout 5
Miles is the River Potowmack over which I can see the smoky Woods ofMaryland."4 Today,
neither waterway is visible from the location once occupied by the original house. Such
differences make it difficult to evaluate the appearance ofthe historical landscape ofNomini
Hall based on vision alone, but detailed accounts like Fithian's provide an excellent starting
point.
Though Fithian discussed the property in small bits and pieces throughout his journal, the
most detailed account comes from his March 18, 1774 entry where he wrote, "I have all along
intended, & shall now attempt to give a sort description ofNomini-Hall, & several Buildings, &
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improvements adjoining it."5 He began this entry by describing the wealth of Robert Carter and
then states that Carter had chosen Nc_:,mini Hall as his main residence, which sat on a spot of high
elevation at the head of navigation along the Nomini River. He then provided a thorough
description of the big house:
The house is built of brick, but the bricks have been covered with strong lime Mortar; so
that the building is now perfectly white; It is seventy-six Feet long from East to west; &
forty-four wide from North to South, two Stories high; the Pitch of the lower story
seventeen Feet & the upper Story twelve - It has five stacks of Chimneys, tho two of
these serve only for ornament. There is a beautiful Jutt, on the South side, eighteen feet
long & eight Feet deep from the wall which is supported by three tall pillars ... The
Number of Lights [window panes] in all is five hundred, & forty nine.6
Colonial plantation landscapes were designed to impress and gain the respect of visitors
by demonstrating their ability to tame the natural landscape with order and precision: straight
lines, building built of the best materials, symmetry.7 The great house at Nomini Hall which
Fithian described in his journal, with its five hundred and forty nine panes of glass, would have
demonstrated both wealth and precision but, according to Fithian, the approach to the house
would have been just as impressive to visitors. 8
Fithian claimed that the house's location on an area of high elevation allowed him to
view the house from a distance of six miles. According to Fithian, there would have been two
main approaches to the big house, from the south and to the east. Fithian described what he calls
a curious terrace in the front yard of the big house that is, "covered finely with Green turf
...which appears exceeding well to persons coming to the front of the House." 9 This terrace
would have ended at the impressive "beautiful Jutt, on the South side " that Fithian mentioned
when describing the house: "before the Front-Doors is a broad flight of steps of the same Height,
& slope of the Terrace." 10 The jutt and the terrace together would have been an impressive
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approach to the front of the house but the approach to the east would have been just as
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1mpress1ve.
Fithian often mentioned his walks along the Poplar Avenue (see fig. 1). The east
approach to the great house at Nomini Hall guided visitors to the east entrance of the estate by
two rows of "tall, flourishing, beautiful, Poplars." 11 The Poplar Avenue, according to Fithian's
account, was approximately 300 yards in length and led to a road which passed through
Westmoreland and Richmond County. To Fithian, the avenue made the house appear "most
romantic, at the same time that it does truly elegant."

12

In his March 18, 1774 entry, Fithian also described the outbuildings surrounding the big
house, four of which are described in great detail. Fithian stated that the great house was located
in the center of a square created by four main outbuildings placed at each corner of the
surrounding square at equal distances (100 yards) from the house: "First, at the North-East
corner. ..stands the School-House; At the North-West corner. .. stands the stable; At the South
West corner ... stands the Coach-House; And lastly, at the South-East corner ... stands the Work
House [Wash-House]." 13 Fithian also described the dimensions of these buildings:
First the School-House is forty five feet long, from East to West, & twenty-seven from
North to South .. .It is built with Brick a Story & a half high with Dormant Windows ... the
Wash-House is built in the same form, & is of the same Size of the School-House ... The
Stable & coach-House are of the same Length & Breadth as the School- and Wash
House, only they are higher pitched to be convenient for holding Hay & Fodder. 14
Fithian then used these four main buildings to describe to locations of other outbuildings
and structures on the landscape surrounding the great house. In the triangle which is made from
the wash-house, the stable, and the school-house is described by Fithian as being "perfectly
level, & designed for a bowling-Green, laid out in rectangular Walks which are paved with
Brick, & covered over with burnt Oyster-Shells." 15 In the opposite triangle made up of the wash-
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house, the stable, and the coach-house, Fithian listed many smaller outbuildings, including the
kitchen and dairy, which are in a line along the western portion of the property. 16
The last significant feature which is mentioned by Fithian in this entry is Mr. Carter's
Merchant Mill, also known as Double Mills. 17 This is another feature on the landscape that was
mentioned often by Fithian, possibly because the mill was first put into use early on in his stay;
he wrote on February 26, 1774 that "Mr. Carter's Merchant Mill begins to run to-day ... it is
amazing to consider the work and Ingenuity- He [Robert Carter] told me his Bill for the materials
and work was 1450 £.!" 18 The Mill was located on the western branch of the RiverNomini
which is not far from the great house and, according to Fithian's account, at a descent of
approximately 100 feet. Fithian stated that the, "Dam is so broad that two carriages may pass
conveniently on it; & the Pond [holds] from twelve to Eighteen Foot water." 19
This one entry within Fithian's journal has been referenced over and over again by those
wishing to understand the cultural landscape ofNomini Hall. Today, very little of what Fithian
described in his journal can be seen by the untrained eye. Among the few visible sights
remaining are the Poplar Avenue, the cemetery2°, a pile of bricks where the Double Mill once
stood, and the eroded remains of the mill pond. The details provided by Fithian gave
archaeologists the starting point they needed in order to begin their excavations atNomini Hall.
The archaeology which has been done atNomini Hall since 1994 reveals valuable information in
relation to the landscape of the plantation.
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Archaeology and the Cultural Landscape ofNomini Hall
Archaeological excavations have increased our understanding of the cultural landscape at
Nomini Hall but numerous gaps remain to be filled through further research. The purpose of this
section is to describe what has already been discovered about Nomini Hall's cultural landscape
via archaeological findings and to discuss the most recent research hypotheses that are in the
process of being tested by the Longwood Archaeology Field School.
One of the earliest discoveries made on the site was that of a wall on the northern portion
of the property. Originally, it was hypothesized that this wall was the remains of the
schoolhouse 21 but, over time, discrepancies (first noticed by Dr. Jason Milne) were discovered.
The hypothesis that the brick wall was a part of the schoolhouse did not seem to match up with
the measurements and descriptions provided by Fithian within his journal. Excavations
continued on the wall in hopes of discovering an answer to the cause of this problem: which was
incorrect, Fithian's measurements or the hypothesis? After further examination, it was
determined that the wall's length, depth, and brick design indicated that the hypothesis was
indeed incorrect; the wall stretched significantly past forty-seven feet, which was the indicated
length of the schoolhouse from north to south in Fithian's joumal. 22 This discovery raised two
questions: what is the structure and where is the schoolhouse? The new hypothesis is that the
structure may be a wall connecting the corner outbuildings or a retaining wall for a garden.
As to the second question, the schoolhouse has yet to be found; however, a ground
penetrating radar (GPR) surve/ 3 carried out in the spring of 2010 and an archaeological unit that
was opened in the fall of 2010 are both yielding promising results. It was hypothesized during
the spring of 2010 excavation that the two center chimneys, believed to be the only remaining
structures from the original house which burnt down in 1850, could be used as a known point of
reference for the structure. Fithian states that the house is located 100 yards from each of four
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comer outbuildings; therefore, we measured this distance from the center chimneys out towards
the northeast comer where Fithian recorded the location of the schoolhouse to be. The
measurements were adjusted for the chimneys to signify the eastern chimneys of the original
house and then readjusted again to account for them being the western chimneys. The eastern
chimney measurements lined up with the location of the wall that was discovered early on at the
site; however, the western chimney measurements placed the school house further east of the
excavated wall. This portion of the site had not been excavated and was therefore a plausible
location for the schoolhouse.
A GPR survey was being performed that day for another portion of the site and it was
requested that they also survey the new area hypothesized to be the possible location of the
schoolhouse based on the hypothetical chimney measurements. The results of the survey
revealed that there was a significant distribution of subsurface anomalies in this location (see fig.
2). The GPR survey revealed enough data for the Longwood Archaeology Field School to open
up a unit over this location in the fall of 2010 excavation. Though weather prevented the
excavation from being finished, they revealed several artifacts, including sizable pieces of brick
(see fig. 3), which have neither proved nor disproved the newest schoolhouse hypothesis. This
unit will be further excavated at a later date.
Another location that has drawn the attention of Longwood archaeologists is at the
northwest corner of the property. When viewing the elevation of the land to the northwestern
corner, one can make out what appears to be a rectangular anomaly (see fig. 4). It was
hypothesized that this rectangular shape on the landscape may have been caused by the remains
of a structure's foundation; because of its location on the northwestern corner of the property, it
was further hypothesized to be the possible location of the stable mentioned in Fithian's journal.
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During the spring of 2010 excavation, an extensive GPR survey was performed over this portion
of the property (see fig. 5).
In the area where the rectangle is located, a large number of anomalies appeared on the
results of the survey (see fig. 6). These results were significant enough to warrant further
subsurface excavation which was done during the Summer of 2010. A unit (5 feet north to south
by 10 feet east to west) was opened up over a small section of the western side of the rectangular
anomaly and was excavated past the depth of the recorded anomaly on the GPR survey. Several
barn related artifacts were gathered from this unit, including a horseshoe and a few metal pieces
that may have been a part of a carriage; however, none of the artifacts found in this unit could be
dated to the eighteenth-century. Though the artifacts could not be dated to the eighteenth
century, the unit revealed what may have possibly been a post mold and a burnt layer in the soil.
The evidence gained from this unit was ruled to be inconclusive; therefore, more ground truth
testing24 is needed to make a more definitive conclusion as to whether or not the anomaly in this
location is a part of the stable Fithian described in his journal.
The last portion ofNomini Hall mentioned in Fithian's journal that has been investigated
by archaeologists is the Double Mills. Though no subsurface archaeology has been done at the
mill's location, there are several surface indicators of the site's previous existence. The first
indicator of the mill's existence is a large pile of bricks (both glazed and non-glazed) where the
mill once stood (see fig. 7). The second indicator is a ditch feature that was once the sluice. The
sluice is a channel that would have brought the running water up to the mill's location. This
water would then turn the waterwheels and that generated the power needed to grind the grain
inside the mill. The last indicator of the mill's previous existence is a large, round, sunken area
that was once the mill pond that held the water needed to power the mill. Though Fithian wrote
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that two carriages could have passed easily along the dam of the mill pond, such a feat would be
impossible today due to the long years of erosion.
Though the archaeological work at Nomini Hall has been largely guided by Fithian's
writings, discoveries have been made outside of the use of his journal as well. One such
discovery included an oyster shell road that was first discovered in the fall of 2008 and was
further excavated in the spring of 2008 and fall of 2009 (see fig. 8). This road progresses from
the poplar avenue and goes in a roughly northern direction. Though the road's purpose is
uncertain, it may have been a utility road used by workers on the plantation.
Another site that is not mentioned in great detail in Fithian's journal is the location of the
slave quarters. A short distance to the northeast of Double Mills is where archaeologists believe
these quarters were located at Nomini Hall. 25 This site is largely identified as such due to many
earthen mounds that would have been located out of sight of the great house. 26 Some of the
artifacts discovered there were domestic in nature which is another indicator that this site may
have been the location of the slave quarters. These artifacts included broken pieces of tea sets,
oil lamps, cups, plates, brick, ash, shards of glass, pearl wear, and portions of a French wine
bottle. 27
Towards the southeast at a distance of 400 yards from the great house is a slave
graveyard, also unmentioned by Fithian. This is identified as a burial ground in several ways.
The first indicator that this area was the location of a burial ground is the thick growth of
Periwinkle (Vinca minor) in the area. Periwinkle, also known as Wolf's Bane, is often found in
association with burial grounds because Periwinkle grows very well in disturbed soil and is often
planted in burial grounds to deter animals from disturbing graves; most animals find the plant
distasteful. Another indicator that this area is a burial ground is the numerous oblong
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depressions (grave shafts) that are in an east-west orientation, as most colonial burials are.
Finally, the last indicator that this is a burial ground is the presence of a wooden marker at the
head of one of the grave (see fig. 9). The burial ground's location led to the conclusion that this
would have been a slave's graveyard. The burial ground is located on a very steep slope which
means that the area would not have been a prime location for a graveyard if one had a choice in
the matter, but most plantation owners would not allow their slaves to bury loved ones on flat
land that could be farmed under normal circumstances. Therefore, the less than ideal location
suggests that the occupants of the graveyard would have been slaves.
In sum, the archaeology at Nomini Hall has revealed much about the cultural landscape
(see fig. 10) but there is much that remains uncertain or unanswered. Though there is plenty of
room for further research, between the archaeology and the descriptions provided in Fithian's
journal, there is enough information to begin piecing together an interpretation ofNomini Hall's
cultural landscape.
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Summary of the Cultural Landscape ofNomini Hall
Fithian and the archaeology done at Nomini Hall have provided the information one
needs to create an image of the cultural landscape of the property in the eighteenth-century.
Others, such as Thomas Waterman,28 have used Fithian's writings to create their own
interpretations of what the property's landscape may have looked like in the eighteenth-century
(see fig. 11). The downside to interpretations such as Waterman's is that it did not take the
archaeology of the site into account when creating the interpretation. Though this interpretation
also focuses heavily on Fithian, it also considers the archaeology and common patterns found
among other plantations.
The first thing to address when creating an interpretation of the cultural landscape of
Nomini Hall is the four outbuildings surrounding the great house. From Fithian's account, the
great house would have been placed in the center of the four main outbuildings: the schoolhouse
(the northeast comer), the stable (the northwest comer), the coach house (the southwest), and the
wash house (the southeast corner). Though Fithian's account does not mention it, the
archaeology done at Nomini Hall suggests the possibility that there may have been a brick wall
that connected the four outbuildings. Fithian makes note that the schoolhouse is made of brick
and it is likely that the wash house would have been made of brick as well since he also wrote
that the wash house was of the "same form, & is of the same Size of the School-House."29 On
the other hand, Fithian states that the stable and coach house "are of the same Length & Breadth
as the School- and Wash-House," but makes no mention of them being of the same form (i.e.
brick).30 This could mean that they were made of wood, even though this seems unlikely when
compared to other plantations. For instance, Stratford Hal1 31, which has a similar construction
with the major outbuildings forming a square around the great house, has a stable made of brick.
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Furthermore, symmetry was extremely important in the designing of a plantation home, which
makes it seem even less likely that Nomini Hall would have had two of the main outbuildings
constructed of brick and the other two constructed of wood.
If the rectangular area in the northwest portion of the property is indeed the stable, then
the orientation of this building is different than that of the schoolhouse. Fithian writes that the
longest wall on the schoolhouse is oriented east to west. The rectangle that is possibly the stable
has the longest wall oriented north to south.
From Fithian's description, it seems that the majority of the functional outbuildings
would have run along the western portion of the property: "In the other Triangle, made by the
Wash-House, Stable, & Coach-House is the Kitchen, a well-built House ... & several other small
Houses; all which stand due West, & at a small distance from the great House, & forming a little
handsome Street." 32 It is possible that the western portion of the property was where the
domestic work was done on the property. It may have been the location of the yard, the
smokehouse, the bake-house, store houses, or a dovecot.
This would also be the logical place for these buildings since the northern, southern, and
eastern portion of the property were serving other purposed that would have made them illogical
places for structures associated with domestic labor. The eastern portion was most likely a
heavily used entrance to the property since it is the location of the Poplar Avenue and, because
plantation entrances were made to impress, it seems unlikely that it would have been utilized as a
work area. The northern portion of the property was said to have been used as a bowling green
with crushed, burnt oyster shell walkways according to Fithian. Such a bowling green would
have required a significant area of cleared, flat land. Furthermore, the bowling green would have
been an area used to entertain guest. The space requirement and the social affiliation of the
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bowling green would have made the northern portion of the property an unsuited work area as
well. Lastly, the southern portion of the property was occupied by the "curious Terrace," Fithian
mentions.
From Fithian's description, the terrace would have indeed been curious because it does
not seem to fit the description of traditional colonial terracing. Fithian'sjournal describes the
terrace as thus:
From the front yard of the Great House, to the Wash-House is a curious Terrace, covered
finely with Green turf, & about five foot high with a slope of eight feet, which appears
exceeding[ly] well to persons coming to the front ofthe House -This Terrace is
produced along the front of the House, and ends by the Kitchen; but before the Front
Doors is a broad flight of steps of the same Height, & slope of the Terrace.33
Most colonial terraces usually came in multiple groupings and fell vertically to create a falling
garden. Stratford Hall and Sabine Hall34 are both exquisite examples of the falling gardens
found in association with many colonial plantations (see fig. 12). In contrast, the terrace at
Nomini Hall seems to be a single terrace that slopes rather than falls vertically. It is possible that
this terrace may have looked much like the terrace in the garden at Robert Carter's home in
Williamsburg (see fig. 13). 35
There is very little clear indication as to the location of the garden at Nomini Hall but
Fithian's frequent mention of it makes it obvious that there must have been a rather extensive
garden/orchard somewhere on the landscape. Fithian's numerous descriptions of the garden also
seem to indicate that the garden at Nomini was a mixture of pleasure and practicality. Fithian
stated on March 16, 1774 that the garden contained cowslips, violets, and honeysuckle but also
figs, apricots, and asparagus. On March 21, 177 4 he noted the presence of peas and herbs as
well. Though there is no clear indication of the gardens location there is one vague reference to
the garden's location.

18

The one mention made in regards to the garden's possible location is made within
Fithian's January 29, 1774 entry. Here Fithian describes a discussion he has with Mr. Carter on
the subject of burials which Mr. Carter stated, "that with his own hands he planted, & is with
great diligence raising a Catalpa-Tree at the Head of his Father who lies in his Garden." 36 A
Catalpa tree currently grows in the Nomini Hall cemetery over an unmarked brick crypt that is
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evident due to the fact bricks from the Crypt have begun to come to the surface as the ground has
settled over time (see fig. 14). It is highly unlikely that this is the very tree referred to by Robert
Carter in Fithian's journal because Catalpa trees grow tall rapidly but generally have a short life
expectancy. 37 Though it is not the original, it could be a descendent of the Catalpa tree Robert
Carter referred to and, therefore, it is possible that the cemetery was once a part of the garden. If
this was the case it would place the garden on the northern portion of the property.
There are also a few implied structures that have not been mentioned by Fithian in his
journal that would have most likely been a part of the landscape at Nomini Hall. One such
structure would be the icehouse. A good place to begin the search for the icehouse would be the
northwest corner of the property, which was a common location for the icehouse. At Nomini
Hall there is a large sunken area to the northwest comer, past the proposed location of the stable,
that could have possibly been the icehouse. 38 Another building not mentioned by Fithian, but
was most certainly present, would have been the privy. It is hard to pinpoint the exact location
of the privy since it would have been placed in an inconspicuous location but, in the case of
Nomini Hall, it would most likely not have been located near certain outbuildings, particularly
the kitchen and other buildings involved in food production; as a general rule, privies were
placed in locations as far away as possible from areas of food preparation. 39
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Figure 15 is a graphic design of a possible layout of the colonial landscape at Nomini
Hall (see fig. 15). This interpretation is based mostly on Fithian'sjournal but also on
comparisons to other colonial plantations and the archaeology that has been done at Nomini Hall.
Though this interpretation is most likely flawed in several areas, it has been made with
consideration of the evidence that is currently available. It is almost certain that as more
archaeological discoveries are made, this interpretation will be added to and changed.
Nevertheless, the goal of this interpretation was to provide a well thought out and all-inclusive
survey of the appearance of the cultural landscape ofNomini Hall according to current data.
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THE COLONIAL PLANTATION IN ACTION
The Common Outbuildings and Areas of the Colonial Plantation
When studying colonial plantations, it quickly becomes clear that there are many
outbuildings and areas that can be found at almost any eighteenth-century plantation. These
common structures often resembled small towns and would have been the location of much
activity during the day. This section will discuss these outbuildings and areas (some of which
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have already briefly been mentioned) and describe their general design and purpose on the
plantation landscape.
The western portion of the property at Nomini Hall may have been the location of most
of the domestic labor that occurred at the outbuildings and the yard. The yard on a colonial
plantation was a workplace that was often near domestic buildings such as kitchen, the dairy, the
smokehouse, and a well (which allowed for easy access to water for cooking and the cleaning
that followed). 40 The yard would have been a very busy place. Soap, preserves, candles, and
syrup would have been made in the yard and it also served as a daycare center: "slave children
... were kept there while their parents were working in the fields. It served both as an open-air
nursery where the children amused themselves with various games and as a mess hall where they
were fed."41
The kitchen was another place of high activity that would have been hot and full of many
different smells and loud noises. For these reasons, the kitchen was placed within its own
outbuilding where the majority of the food preparation would occur. Basements kitchens inside
the great houses were referred to as 'warming kitchens' because they were used simply to keep
the food warm until everything was ready to be served. Plantation kitchens often had root cellars
below the floor.42 Plantation kitchens also seem to have one of two layouts. The first is a one
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room kitchen with a fireplace and chimney at one end of the building. The second design was a
kitchen with two rooms with a central fireplace. The second room was occasionally used as a
backup kitchen but it was used more often as either the living quarters of the cook and their
family or a laundry .43
As Fithian's description of the wash house at Nomini Hall demonstrates, plantation
laundries could be quite elaborate structures: "It is built with Brick a Story & a half high with
Dormant Windows."44 These were buildings that required a lot of space for easy movement of
the copper tubs used to hold hot water, drying racks, and dressers/tables for ironing.45 Roger
North, a London lawyer and writer, in his work "Cursory Notes of Building," published in 1698,
provides a general idea of some common thoughts on laundry construction during the colonial
period. According to North, the laundry should be well supplied with the proper equipment and
great care should be taken to ensure cleanliness. The building should contain: "cisterns for
holding water, soft and hard. The former for I udder [lather], and the latter to wrince ...Place for
coals, or wood, to avoid dirt; but above all good floor dreins, that no water may stagnate, for
nothing is more noisome than stale sudds."46
Fithian also mentions the presence of a dairy on the west side of the property at Nomini
Hall. Dairies were used to store milk, butter, and cheeses. Both cleanliness and coolness were
crucial elements considered in the construction of a dairy, otherwise, the milk product it
contained could easily spoil and cause illness. As a result, dairies were almost always perfectly
square buildings with brick or stone floors that were set at least two or three feet below ground
level, interior walls would have been whitewashed, and the space between the interior and the
exterior wall would often be insulated in some way. 47 The stone/brick flooring made for easy
cleaning and the whitewashed wall insured cleanliness; as long as the walls remained white, the
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room was fairly clean. The subsurface floor and the insulated walls would have helped protect
the dairy products from being spoiled by heat. Another common dairy feature used to produce
coolness were long horizontal openings place high up on the walls underneath the wide eaves
that allowed a cooling breeze to pass through the structure (see fig. 16). 48
The smokehouse, used for smoking and salting meat (mostly pig), is yet another
outbuilding that seems to have a universal appearance (see fig. 17). They are traditionally square
and topped with a tall, pyramid shaped roof. 49 Since the purpose of the building was to smoke
the meat that was hung from the rafters, smokehouses had a fire pit in the center of the floor and
the exterior was designed to have as few openings as possible to prevent the smoke from
escaping. 50 This outbuilding received the most attention during the winter months. The summer
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heat caused meat to spoil quickly so an animal butchered in the summer had to be consumed the
same day it had been killed. For this reason, the majority of meat consumed in the summer
months was meat that had been salted and smoked during the winter months (most commonly in
December). 51
Fithian names the stable as one of the four main comer outbuildings at Nomini Hall.
Stables on large plantations were often quite elaborate due to the fact that horseflesh was one of
the most expensive and important investments a plantation owner could make (see fig. 18). For
the same reasons, even less wealthy plantation owners would have had their stable built from
finer materials to better protect their investment housed within. 52 The stables on plantations held
both prized horses and mules. The horses would have represented the planter's prestige but
mules were equally valuable because they were responsible for the labor that produced a profit

· 53
on the p1antat10n.
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These are the most common outbuildings and areas that would have been found on a
plantation such as Nomini Hall. Each of these buildings had been built with a specific purpose in
mind and were designed to carry out that purpose efficiently. These are certainly not all of the
building that would have been present on the landscape. Barns, storage houses, dovecots, and
craft buildings (for carpenters, coopers, blacksmiths, etc) would have also been present. Though
these buildings and their design are quite impressive, they would not have been able to function
properly without the workers (slaves) and the coordinators (plantation owner and overseer) of the
plantation.
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The People of the Colonial Plantation: Slave, Owner, and Overseer
The slave, the plantation owner, and the overseer all played major role in keeping the
colonial plantation running. The slaves provided the manual labor, the overseers insured that the
field slaves were carrying out their tasks efficiently, and the planter served as the head
coordinator, accountant, and mediator. Though they all had their own purpose and roles to play
on the plantation, there was a fine balance that needed to be maintained between all three for the
plantation to run smoothly; this was a goal that was not always easily achieved.
There is no denying that the life of a slave was less than desirable. The lack of freedom
to make one's own decisions in life and the possibility of facing the auction block were terrifying
prospects. Despite these challenges, slaves found ways to make their lives bearable. This is
particularly true of slaves in Virginia who were often under the task system of labor rather than
the gang system that was more commonly utilized in the deep south. The task system
encouraged skilled labor and provided time that slaves could use to work in a personal garden or
go fishing in order to add more variety to their diet.54 Skilled Slaves were often hired out to
other laborers which became a profitable venture for the plantation owner and improved the lives
of slaves financially as well: "slaves who had woodworking abilities built furniture and boats,
which they sold for considerable sums ... others were able to improve their material conditions by
offering their blacksmithing, tailoring, or coopering skills for hire."55 Slaves who were hired out
also received breaks from being under the constant watchful eyes of their owner or overseer.
Perhaps most importantly, slaves with skills that were in high demand were given partial power
over their own lives while they were under the control of someone who was not their owner:
"hired slaves often gained the right to leave their current employers intermittently for trips
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homeward to visit with spouses and families, and they could use the threat of flight, or even of
complaints to their owners, to resist restraints and work requirements they disliked." 56
Slaves were also able to leave their own marks on the plantation landscape. Because
slaves were associated with manual labor, areas like the yard and outbuilding structures became
the slaves' domain. 57 Their familiarity with the outbuildings also allowed them to know the best
ways to break into store houses. The fact that most plantation slave quarters were placed at a
significant distance from the great house usually allowed a certain amount of freedom to do as
they pleased within their own homes. They also contributed to the landscape by forming trails to
areas in the countryside where they could practice their culture freely:
Some of these secret tracks led to clandestine meeting places in the woods, used
sometimes for ritual purposes and at other times for festive parties at which fiddles were
played and stolen pigs barbecued. Paths also led from the slave quarters across the fields
to a particular com house or to some other food store that was known to have a
conveniently loose board in its gable. A shortcut through the woods or marshlands that
surrounded the field may have allowed slaves from different plantations to rendezvous
more conveniently and to return to their assigned tasks with less chance of detection. 58
The relationship between the plantation owner and their slaves varied. Some plantation
owners practiced a system of rewards to gain their slaves' loyalty and reduce resistance among
their slaves. Some common rewards were better clothes, better cuts of meat from the
smokehouse, less strenuous jobs, and a system of diminished labor with age. 59 Such a system
often encouraged slaves to report acts that they knew were being planned or had been done
against their owners, for instance:
Robert Carter's cook Sam .. .informed him that Vincent Moore had recently purchased a
frying pan from a servant of a nearby planter. Carter's and apparently Sam's suspicions
were aroused because that servant had been at Carter's house recently when a frying pan
had been stolen. Presumably, Sam also recognized that if he took no action, he might be
suspected of complicity in the theft. 60
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Other planter/slave relationships were less peaceful. Some slaves practiced passive forms of
resistance against their owners. 61
While the planter/slave relationship could be very strained, it was not uncommon for the
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slaves to rely on their owner to protect their interests as well. Slaves often appealed and
negotiated with their owners for certain privileges or changes. A common appeal made to
owners was the request not to be sold away from their families and common complaint made by
slaves was their overseer's harsh treatment, whether or not these appeals were acknowledged
depended on the plantation owner. The complaints made by slave about their overseers
contributed to the strained relations that were often found between the overseer and the
plantation owner.
Overseers were often people who did not own substantial land themselves because most
plantation owners feared that if they did they would place their own property needs over that of
their employer.62 The overseer would manage crops, livestock, disciplining the slaves, and some
even dealt with finances. Because of their position, they were often charged with negligent
management when things went amiss in productivity; however, the biggest source of strain dealt
with the management of slaves. The overseer was in a difficult situation: "planters... resented it
when their slaves' labor was not used to best potential, they also feared that lack of proper
restraint by overseers might lead to injuries or to flight by discontented slaves." 63 Therefore, the
overseer was expected to gain high productivity for the slave's labor but the overseer's methods
of discipline was often greatly restricted, making it difficult to get the productivity that their
employers expected.
Though the plantation owner did not perform manual labor, they were the coordinators
who insured that the plantation created a profit and were constantly working to solve conflicts.
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At the same time, many large plantation owners were also politicians and had to maintain a
unique social persona: "they pursued political and, especially, economic gain, even as they
sought to portray themselves as above such considerations... they depicted themselves as in
control of their surroundings, even as they dealt with challenges to their power." 64 Plantation
owners took pride in their social graces and often presented themselves as gentlemen of leisure
even while they were deeply involved in "transatlantic commerce in tobacco, slaves, credits, and
consumer goods."65
Under the persona of gentlemanly behavior, the plantation owner was a businessman.
Planters had to constantly seek ventures outside of their immediate plantation in order to have
the funds to keep the plantation running smoothly; without the appropriate outside funds to
support the production of the cash crop, the production of the crop would become a money sink
without profit. Many plantation owners understood that in order to maximize productivity they
needed to be self-sustaining and as a result they rarely focused all their efforts in one property.
Planters would often ship goods in from their other plantations to use at their main residence
rather than purchasing them. Another self-sustaining method used by planters to bring in
revenue was tenant farming. They would grant deeds of land to others under the conditions that
they paid rent, worked the land, and provided a certain percentage of the profits to the owner.66
Though this seems a rather foolproof system to gain profit, this was not always the case. Many
plantation owner record conflicts with their tenants, usually for failing to fulfill the obligations
within their contract.
The balance between the slaves, the overseer, and the planter were easy to knock out of
balance and the best of planters were fortunate if they managed to maintain a shaky balance.
Robert Carter, like most of his peers, had to work hard at maintaining this balance. Fortunately
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for Carter, he was successful in maintaining a fairly stable balance; however, later in life, his
decision to emancipate his slave harmed his status among his peers.

j
J
I
J

I

29

Nomini Hall Plantation in the Colonial Period
Though the life as a slave would have never been pleasant, Fithian's accounts suggest
that Robert Carter's treatment of his slaves was preferable to that of his peers: "their weekly
allowance is a peck of Com, & a pound of Meat a Head! - And Mr. Carter is allow' d by all, &
from what I have already seen of others, I make no Doubt at all but he is, by far the most humane
to his Slaves of any in these parts!"67 As mentioned previously, Carter also practiced a system of
rewards rather than a system based on punishment. One particular reward that was practiced by
Carter was the distribution of extra rations of meat.68
As mentioned previously, the yard and the associated outbuildings were the slaves'
domain. According to Fithian's account, the slaves ofNomini Hall took this very seriously and
were displeased when their domain was invaded by others. Fithian mentions that he was fined
by slaves at Nomini Hall for entering buildings without gaining their permission prior to his
visit. 69 For instance, he is fined by one of the plantation's bakers for uninvited intrusion into his
kitchen and Fithian writes on April 31, 1774: "I paid my forfeit to the Baker 7 ½ d."70
Robert Carter listened to the appeals that his slaves made to him. In his July 3, 1774
entry, Fithian wrote: "About ten an old Negro Man came with a complaint to Mr. Carter of the
Overseer that he does not allow him his Peck of corn a Week."71 Carter was constantly in
conflict with his overseers. He accused one of his overseers of carelessness that led to the death
of some of his livestock and also complained that he had sent grain to a mill other than his own.72
It was issues over the discipline of slaves that caused the most conflict between Carter and his
overseers. In 1781, Carter forbade Thomas Olive from imposing corporal punishment on slaves
without his prior permission at the Old Ordinary plantation; he later made the complaint that,
even though Olive was a competent overseer overall, he was not to be trusted with the judgment
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and correction of the behavior of slaves. 73 Thomas Olive also took a pot away from two slave
women who took it back only to have it confiscated again. The two women appealed
successfully to Robert Carter and were able to regain their pots. 74 He made a similar complaint
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about other overseers as well.
In 1791, 84% of the slaves at Nominy Hall belonged to an identifiable family. This was
largely due to the fact that Robert Carter worked very hard to keep slave families together as
much as possible:
Slaves repeatedly pressed to be allowed to live with or near spouses and other family
members from whom they had been separated. In March 1781, Robert Carter's enslaved
carpenter George expressed his concern about his seven-year-old daughter, who was
living at Coles Point plantation and whose mother had died. George requested that Betty
be moved to Aires plantation in order to live with his present wife. 75
Robert Carter was a strong advocate of the task system. Of sixty male slaves at Nomini
Hall, forty had some kind of skill that was not related to agricultural labor. 76 Robert Carter's
daybook from 1774 also shows evidence of the task system. A common entry within this
daybook was a list of both hired and slave labor that was assigned to bake bread and how long
each was assigned to carry out that task. For example, the August 29, 1774 entry reads that at
Nomini Hall : "The following hired laborers worked this day in baking - Daniel, Sollomon,*,
Vincent, James, Jase, *, John, Robert,* - one day each. The following Negros worked this day
in baking- Sam, Old Harry*, Old Harry, Prince, James, Sam Bakers, Abram, big Tom,*."77
Considering the success of Double Mills, it is not a surprise that baking bread would be a major
enterprise at Nomini Hall.
Robert Carter was one of the plantation owners who understood that being self
sustainable would benefit him economically. He grew Indian com, wheat, rye, and potatoes in
addition to the cash crop tobacco. The grains were brought to Nomini Hall from his Old
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Ordinary plantation and was then ground into flour at the mill; what was not used by Carter to
feed his family and slaves, was sold locally and to overseas markets. 78 His mill was a successful
venture for Carter and supplied much flour to the American Army during the Revolution. When
the mill opened in 1774, Fithian wrote that "She [Double Mills] is calculated to manufacture
25.000 Bushels of Wheat a Year." 79 Carter carefully followed the market for grain products and
adjusted his production according to the fluctuations of the market; at one point Carter
completely stopped production of flour and bread until the market improved
As mentioned previously, many plantation owners relied on tenants to bring in extra
revenue and tend portions of their land; Robert Cater was no different. The deed books at the
Westmoreland County Courthouse in Montross demonstrate how heavily Carter made use of this
system. Most of the deeds follow a similar format and have similar requirements. Though the
acreage and rent varied, the average contract lasted twenty-one years. 80 In addition to rent,
Carter often assigned his tenant other responsibilities: "whenever possible, he avoided assuming
the full costs of repairing existing buildings or constructing new ones ... he stipulated in rental
agreements that the tenants were to pay all costs of particular projects...often, he specified that
tenants were to bear the costs of feeding any necessary workmen on such projects." 81 Many
plantation owners had serious problems with their tenants; the biggest issue obviously being
failure to pay rent. In Carter's agreements, he incorporated very strict regulations that allowed
him to terminate the contact and evict the tenant if they failed to pay their rent in full. 82
Robert Carter also knew how to play the tobacco market and would occasionally advise
his merchants to delay sales in hopes that market prices would make a turn for the better. He
also paid close attention to the trends that were most profitable in the market and adjust his
production accordingly: "in 1773, Robert Carter instructed overseers at seven plantations to
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stem all tobacco intended for the English market, as the 'present appearance' of the trade made
the sale of unstemmed tobacco inadvisable." 83 His large production of grains also demonstrated
his clear understanding of the market; Carter knew that even when grain prices were high the
market for grain was still more stable than that of tobacco. Carter could sell grains and flour
from his mill to members of his own community which in itself was a large market; the Northern
Neck was home to numerous plantations who had a large demand for grains to feed both their
human and animal residents. 84 Furthermore, corn and tobacco worked well together for other
reasons.
Corn, tobacco, and livestock were an important combination on most tobacco plantations.
While tobacco was the crop that generated the most cash profit, grains (corn in particular) were
needed for food for slaves and livestock. Livestock was important on the tobacco plantation.
Tobacco quickly depletes the nutrients found in the soil and their manure made an excellent
fertilizer to revitalize the soil. Livestock was also the power source behind the plows and carts
needed to plant and harvest the corn and tobacco crops.
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The growth of tobacco was a never

ending process that Carter carried out systematically. In his December 15, 1773 entry, Fithian
writes that:
I hear them round one lesson, when the Bell rings for eight-a-Clock (For Mr Carter has a
large good Bell of upwards of 60 Lb. which may be heard some miles, & this is always
rung at meal Times;) the Children then go out; and at half after eight the Bell rings for
Breakfast, we then repair to the Dining-Room; after Breakfast, which is generally about
half after nine, we go into School, and sit til twelve, when the Bell rings, & they go out
for noon; the dinner Bell rings commonly about half after two, often at three, but never
before two. - After dinner is over, which in common, when we have no Company , is
about half after three we go into School, & sit til the Bell rings at five, when they separate
86
.
t1·1 the next mornmg.
This account is not applied specifically to the toiling field hands, but it seems plausible
that if Carter kept his family on such a tight schedule, he would have had similar pattern for
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those who worked the fields. Though Carter's slaves may have had a rhythmic patterning to
their activities, it would have certainly been different from that of the family. 87 Table 1, which
can be found below, is a general timetable that outlines the activities that took place in tobacco
cultivation. As one can see, it was a time consuming process; it should also be noted that this
table does not include the various crops (corn, wheat, rye) that were often being produced at the
same time as tobacco.
February
MarchApril
April-May

June-July

AugustSeptember
October-

Timetable of Tobacco Production
Seed were sown in carefully prepared beds
The fields needed to be plowed in preparation for the transplanting of tobacco
seedlings, seedbeds would be very closely tended to protect them from frost and
the tobacco fly
After spring rains, the tobacco seeds would be transplanted into the fields and at
the same time other slaves were assigned to fertilize and hoe fields in preparation
for the next season88
While the tobacco plants grew, the field slaves had to constantly weed the field
while the plantation owner prayed that they wouldn't receive either too much or
too little rain. During this period, the tobacco crop would produce a flower bloom
that would then be cut because it allows the plant to use its nutrients to produce
larger leaves rather than the flower; this process is called "topping."
Tobacco worms were a common problem and slaves have to pick the worms off of
the tobacco crop to prevent the crops destruction; the end of August the tobacco
would begin to be cut; the tobacco leaves would have to wither in the sun for a
few days before being hung on sticks to dry out in barns
The tobacco was taken out of the barns, had the stems removed, then tied into
bundles, packaged in large hogshead barrels, and transported to the nearest water
source or taken by cart to a public warehouse for inspection before being shipped.

. .
Table 1: This table shows a general outlme of tobacco product10n. This mformat10n was obtained from Rhys
Isaac's, The Transformation of Virginia 1740-1790 (The University ofNorth Carolina Press, 1982), 24-27.

The growth of tobacco and other crops was not Carter's only means of income. When
Carter married Frances Ann Tasker, he became a one-fifth share holder of the Baltimore Iron
Works which became a very profitable venture for him. 89 In his daybook from 1775 Carter
frequently mentions the schooner Harriet's trips to Baltimore to pick up more iron. On May
5,1775 he wrote that the Harriet, "brought in 12 tons of Bar Iron and 18 tons of Pig Iron." 90
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Carter would then sell the iron to consumers in Virginia; his May 16, 1775 entry stated
"Schooner Harriet is sent out from Nomini with 152 barrels of flour and 4 tons of Bar Iron to
Norfolk."91 By May 26, 1775 the Harriet had returned: "the Schooner arrived back at the mouth
ofNomini River with sundries." 92 Furthermore, importing iron from Baltimore continued to be
profitable for Carter throughout his time at Nomini Hall. In his 1789/1790 daybook, it is
recorded that in the month of February in 1790, "Note W Hammond in his letter dated the 4th of
this month informs that he had sold 60 tons of Pigg Iron [to] the property of R. Carter esq. to
Capt. Jeremiah Yellot, at five guineas per ton - the whole amounting to 300 guineas as which is
£ 525."93
Robert Carter was one of the most successful planters in eighteenth-century Virginia. His
properties, including Nomini Hall, were self-sustaining and brought in the proper revenue needed
to keep the plantation functioning smoothly and creating a profit. Though a respected peer,
several entries in Fithian'sjournal suggest that Robert Carter stood out from the rest of the
Northern Neck planters, two examples being his status as a fair master to his slaves and his more
personal role in the correcting and disciplining of his children. In the later years of Carter's life,
his distinctiveness would become even more evident; his decision to emancipate his slaves was a
historically significant event that came at the expense of his status among his peers.
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CONCLUSIONS
Nomini Hall as an Important Archaeological and Historical Resource
It has become a tradition to tum the homes of the nation's heroes into memorials
dedicated to honoring their memory and historical significance; Robert E. Lee's Stratford Hall,
George Washington's Mount Vernon, Francis Lightfoot Lee's Menokin 94, Thomas Jefferson's
Monticello, Patrick Henry's Red Hill, James Madison's Montpelier, John Carter's Shirley
Plantation are examples and the list can continue. Despite this pattern, Robert Carter's life,
which was not insignificant, has not been celebrated in the same way at Nomini Hall. Indeed
this could be because there is little visual evidence of the plantation's existence at Nomini Hall
and also because the significance of Robert Carter's emancipationist actions have largely been
forgotten by the public.
Though a slave owner for the majority of his life, Robert Carter never truly accepted
slavery as a moral institution. When he finally made the decision to emancipate his slaves,
Carter stated: "I have for some time past been convinced that to retain them in Slavery is
contrary to the true Principles of Religion and Justice, and that therefor it was my Duty to
manumit them."95 On February 28, 1792 Carter began a process that would become the largest
private emancipation in American history by taking a handful of slaves to the courthouse in
Montross to receive their certificates of freedom. 96 The emancipation of his slave alienated
Carter from his peers and matters were made worse when Carter began allowing his newly freed
slaves to rent land from him. His peers were shocked at his decision to emancipate his slaves
and greatly displeased by his decision to emancipate them without relocation. 97 These feelings
are clearly expressed though an anonymous letter sent to Carter that is now housed in the Library
of Congress.98 The author of the letter writes that:
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You have not my signature as I wish not give you the trouble of a correspondence nor in
the least degree to become conspicuous; but my wishes & ideas are these of a vast
majority of the community ... although the law authorizes the owner [of slaves] to use his
will on the subject [emancipation], it appears to me (witnessing the consequences) that a
man has almost as good aright to set fire to his own building, though his neighbors is to
be destroyed by it, as to free his slaves, except for some meritorious act ...they [freed
slaves] pay not a penny to toward any tax this I am told by the sheriff of the county; still
worse effects by mixing with those in bondage ...they disquiet their minds ...the
consequence of which is they seek their fortune as they call it, some escape ... The object
now Sir of this letter if it should accord with your ideas is if possible, to induce those you
have already freed to settle in those states where they can do not harm ...
Though the letter is not signed, Robert Carter suspected that the author was Charles Mynn
Thruston who was a minister from whom Carter had withheld lands for the use of his newly
emancipated slaves.99
In May of 1793 Carter moved from his home at Nomini Hall to Baltimore and remained
there until his death. The emancipation of his slaves was a significant move for a southern
planter of his status. If the movement for gradual emancipation after the American Revolution
had been successful, Robert Carter would have been remembered as a pioneer of the movement,
but events took a different turn and the result has caused Robert Carter's actions to fade into the
background. 100 Nevertheless, Nomini Hall, as the historic residence of Robert Carter, is a
historic landmark that should be better understood to provide insight into his life and the world in
which he lived in the eighteenth-century.
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Figure 3: The pink flags in the unit where the hypothesized schoolhouse is located indicate the
presence of brick. Photo taken by author.
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Figure 4: Elevation differences are hard to show through photography but pink flags are shown
at the proposed comers of this rectangle. Photo taken by author.
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Figure 8: Longwood University students excavating
the oyster shell road during the fall of 2008. Photo
taken by author.
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Figure 10: This is a site map based on both archaeology and Fithian's account. It was created
by Dr. Brian Bates for the Longwood Archaeology Field School.
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Figure 16: Photo of the dairy at Sherwood Forest. Photo taken by author.
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Figure 18: Photo of the stable at Stratford Hall. Photo taken by author.
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APPENDIX
Letter of Censure to Robert Carter III
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Frederick, Virginia 1796
Sir,

I have long thought of presenting you with a letter on a subject which is now strong in my
mind & which is daily more & more *influenced by events which take place. You have not my
signature as I wish not give you the trouble of a correspondence nor in the least degree to
become conspicuous; but my wishes & ideas are those of a vast majority of the community.
The emancipation of your Negroes Sir, we will place to the credit of your heart but the
consequences of the step, are too injurious to do otherwise than complain of them. I will declare
for my own part no man exist who is more averse to a state of slavery than myself, & that no one
would give up the few he posses, if they could be removed to a separate settlement, than I would,
but the partial liberation of these people, is perhaps as bad, as a general & instantaneous one, &
this your judgment will certainly reprobate - a well planned & gradual change in their condition,
I have ever wished if they cannot be separated from us, but, although the Law authorizes the
owner to use his will on the subject, it appears to me (witnessing the consequences) that a man
has almost as good aright to set fire to his own building, though his neighbors is to be destroyed
by it, as to free his slaves, except for some meritorious act. Of which we have had some few
instances since the settlement of our country. I have not heard of a single instance among those
you have freed meriting your liberality-they live generally by the plunder of grain of & of the
stocks in their neighborhood, & though some of them are hearty young men, without any

J
J

51

experience but their own maintenance, they pay not a penny to towards any tax this I am told by
the sheriff of the county; still worse effects by mixing with those in bondage, much better off
than themselves (for the Negroes in this county fare well) they disquiet their minds-aid them is
procuring false & stupid certifications of the being Mr. Carters free men the consequences of
which is they seek their fortune as they call it, some escape, & a part of these I am told repent of
the change sweet as the feelings of their stolen liberty appeared to them others are detected in
many instances at a great distance, the expense and lose of labor immense to their owners, &
they often get the lash much more might be said on this side of my argument (but I will not
trouble you farther) & much I grant may be said in favor of freedom, but I am opposed to the
present mode. You will do me the justice to attend to every part of my opinion & wishes on the
occasion which I trust cannot hurt my judgment or impeach my heart. The object now Sir of this
letter if it should accord with your ideas is if possible, to induce those you have already freed to
settle in those states where they can do not harm, & to let it be the terms with those who are to be
freed in future to settle there also. The inhabitants of Pensylvania seem anxious to have them
among them it is not distant from their native state & there they will meet with more certain
employment than they can here, & will be much more likely to become useful members of the
Government. I will only add that I may venture without being guilty of any error, to assert that a
vastly greater number of these people have posed & are now posing as your free men that you
ever owned.
I am sir with respect yours
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